RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
tiniest incident with the most prodigal embroidery.
He fashions an exquisite phrase and has the charming
audacity to linger over it as he dangles his craftsman-
ship before your admiration. Is this the type to make
a tempestuous entry into politics, to let loyalty cripple
his fancy? No, you will say; yet you will be only
partly right.
"Harold Nicolson Hits Out55 would be a perfectly
possible heading for the local press of the City of
Leicester, one-third of which he represents in Parlia-
ment. This diplomat knows when to discard the
velvet glove, and he hits straight and true with care-
fully chosen weapons from the language that he knows
so well. And he has a number of firm loyalties. A
few of them are Winston Churchill, Anthony Eden,
charity, elegance, Great Britain, and France, These
are some of the people and things that matter to him.
You would not expect his political advent to be
conventional, so you would look for his progress along
a path that had at least the appearance of being
lightly trodden. To-day he would repudiate any
desire to limit our democratic liberties, but in 1931
he attempted to enter the House as a member of the
New Party under the leadership of Sir Oswald Mosley.
The result was farcical and to-day Harold probably
exults in that earlier unsuccess.
His election in 1935 was as remarkable as his defeat
in 1931. He had by now become "National Labour.35
While he felt superior to the title "Conservative53,
and shied away from the obsolescent label of
"Liberal", he is about the only man in public life
who still succeeds in endowing the words " National
Labour33 with real meaning. Such a standard-bearer
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